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Union, which could not have been well foreſeen by any 


man who had ſtudied the principles of the Britiſh Conſti- ; 
- tution, as they are revealed in its practice. 


It is ſaid that the Legiſlatures of Great Britain and ne. 


hy land are incompetent to the meaſure. 


Earl Stanh6pe has iflued a proclamation, written in 


« King Cambyſes vein,” to enforce the opinion. He has - 

. ſummoned the patriots with property, and the innume- 
roble patriots without property, to meet and diſcuſs the 
ſubject. The ſans culotte Lord is a fit Talthybius for 
| ſuch an afſembly. He wiſhes, even in this life, to meta - 
morphoſe the rich, as Lucian deſcribes them metamor- 
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phoſed in the fabled ſhades of Pagan mythology. That f 


to a period when nobody can feel the miſchief, is harm | 
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| humorous writer transforms them, after they have paſſed Fe 
the Irremeable Styx, intd afſes, who are to bear the bur- 

tens, and the blows, and the brutal caprioes of the poor.” 3 
The fancy of the Mennipean Satyriſt, as-it-is protracted * 
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no other arguments on that ade of the queſtion, except this || f 
7 affertion of legiſlative i incompetency ; 3.2 jocular, bei 35 
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ther account. + The Poet 5 1 2 place to madneſs in 


5 the genealogy of ED + 36 2105} bog 


V pon the people of England this nonfenical advertiſ _ 
ment can make. no, impreſſion. After a ſhort period, Lore 
George Gordon ceaſed: to be dangerous. There are ſea - 
ſons when cunning malignity 3 is beneath puniſhnment. He NV 
who confounds notoriety, with fame, is indeed ſufficiently ; 
. if neither paradox nor ſeditign can drag him 
from oblivion; Condemned to the dark cell of obſcurity, : 
let the impotent libeller revolve upon forgotten pamphlets, | 
and babble oyer exploded ſyſtems. His wild publications 
can excite no;other fentiments among his ee Wer ; 
thoſe of compaſſion or .coptempte- {sf 2 im 

The errors of ſome other perſons dere A more 17654 . 7 
ſpectful anſwer. A few counties, innumerable pamphlets, „ : 


; and many Dublin corporations, have adopted the "886 y 


in language the molt unqualified and daring, at bawg 
The Iriſh Houſe of Commons has condemned 12 ab- : 
ira queſtion of an union. upon the ſame principle. Lock - 
ing over the printed accounts of their debates upon the ad- 
dreſs, which are, I dare ſay, incorrectly reported, I find 


attributed t to Dr. Johnſon; and the ppimporang of the. | = 


channel trade to Lreland. 3 eee | 


3 


Ik a trade, which equals in value half the landed — 5 


of that kingdom, and exceeds, in the proportion of four- 
8 fifths, the total of ber commerce with the remainder of * 
world, is of no conſequence to Ireland, there i is an end of 


all queſtion i upon the ſubje& of union. It i is at leaſt, vain. 


= for us to preſs her to ſecure thoſe advantages. for erer, 
which ate now reyocable at the diſeretion of Great Britain. 


It this affertion is juſt, ber proſperity i is ſounded upon 
3 f * different from thoſe of every other nation in the 
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it may terrify the Legiſlature from the honeſt difcharge FA 95 : 
their 2 e excite rebellious TORIES on the parts 1 
e neonle. T E's 1 N En 2 
| rao nec of ths Iriſh Taiawesk have open 
e this to be their reaſon for advancing K. r „ 
affiſtance which France gave to America is ſaid to ha ve 3 


| been bhinted at in the dehate, and yet, prob 'curs = 3 

verſique mores! the Speaker fat unmoved in his chair, n. 3 
the devoted patriots of Rome, ready to receive the G0 1 
g upon the ruins of their country. I do not impute bad nor 


ceed their powers of thought, and their Kill in Ia language: 


racy, and Verges, 00 good ſo ſoul, 1 e « 25 honeſt a as ; the 


between his brows?” | „ 
It was to be hoped that we 9554 as ATTY the wret 71 ched” 1 

folly of reſorting to abſtfact principles of ke 

11 the old e and 9 8 of mankind has Lia, 


; 8 wat is # 
world, and we bave no common principle upon whit it . 4 
is poſſible to argue! Suck n "tion ns give me little — ; 1 
They will in time make their | proper e upon 5 5 : 


good ſenſe of the public. nenen 
But the queſtion of legidative ſupremacy x is On ne hh 
cannot be ſuffered to linger for a moment in Ae, 1 t. 
concerns all climes, and countries, and ages, and Free es 
of civilization, Its real point i is, whether a ſteady govet . * 
ment is to exiſt in the world, or whether mankind ate t 1 
reſign ern W A 1 capricious, and unconittviſea” „ 


14 1% 


Ever man 0 Ahab the poſition gien great Telpon⸗ 
ſibility upon himſelf, It admits but of one alternative. * 
is irreſiſtibly juſt, or it is daringly criminal. Though falſe; - 


1 


280 | * 
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tives to e man who has uſed this 1 intemperate lapguage: 4 | = . 
ogber and Verges in the play, their zeal n may ex- 
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Still Dogberry was a lucky fellow at detekting a 7 — N : 5 T 1 
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"pies feie&6 for 3 at no, of 
1 vo more; "ſurely that immortal blaze of light, which he 1 
'* ſhed over the world, as he ſunk from it, is not yet entin- 
ben His words remain, and the ſpirit which he 
breathed over the 8 10 . e owe > Dams to in- 

| + £4, ſpire | et 419 1 u {21DETINOD At 
Is this 4 fit ſeaſon to aids fuck ? 13 ri nee] when the 
6 tremendous conſequences of applying metaphyfical theo- \ 
TOP tles to practical government are raging over the globe, Al 
preſſing upon all mankind'? He why, is not cured by the 
example of France, will not be ewe by argument. He 

demande the W of three Autieyray,” - INT, BY. 


745 112 [1 402 20 
1 — — 3 one cobweb thro” ; 9 
a 1 „* A, 2 78 27 i # #5 TR 1 75 5 
5 . ſpins the light ſelf-pleaſing thread at anew, „„ 
| VDeſtroy his fib, or ſophiſtry; in vain! n 57% 
15 © Thecreature's at his dirty workagin k a ry (LR £7 Geer A ; 
5. Ione. ! 


Stil as the principle bas been advanced, it t muſt be al 
"ited, howeyer abſtruſe i. in its n or ee in the 
een ** 7 BC Ed] | 

The beſt authority that I can ; find to Ae 17 is ar 
1 Mr. Locke, i in his Treatiſe upon Government“, where 
be obſerves, „ that the TLezingtrre. cannot transfer the 
r it being 


3 « but a A power from the people, 5 who ha have ; 
1 18 « it cannot paſs. it over to others.” - 2 
61 „9055 This poſition ſeems fd be miſunderſtood, — — it is ap- 8 
pied to the caſe of an incorporate union between indepen- . 
dent Legiſlatures. But aſſuming, that it beats directly 
upon the point, we might oppoſe to this authority that of f 
5 Grotius“, of Puffendorf o;; of our own. Lord Coke +, and "= 
8 of Mr, Juſtice Blackſtone J. All thefe writers, whoſe 
_ 00K were pf eee, as Lacke's Was, with 2 view to a 
- ©). . dicht WR £1 1 be 
$:14 966 0 25 che. 1, * 147. F 85 Lib. I, cap. 3, $+.27-, + Sol 7, cap. 3 34 
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retinas vents no with:reforghiga 16:9 eine 
At cverſy, inveſt the-Legiſlature with the e — 
c _/:and-unconttolled: ſupremacy. 27 Tbe writers: upon gur G- 
N vernment boldly call it the omnipoten ef Pariamegt“ . „ 
But authority ought not to have any weight; if dane ced 5 
in contradiction to reaſdn. Let us, therefore, . yeuture. 
»:{1 upon the perils of 46s mctaghyſy al queſ jon, ,apd diſcuſs 755 
dHoflits merits. Be 0 6 | dne ; eh . 
br A is f mply, V. bether. the e of. eee 
"643 faue, each. 7” its on nation, powers ( under the, conratt 
„H u uppoſed: #0: ers ketrucen them and their prople ta, afent We; 4 
an incorporate. union ? +. All conſideration of, the 3 
of the ſcheme is excluded from this ſtatement Phe ab- 


- + „ 1 


ſtract poſition denies the competence of Parlament to enat 
the meaſure, be it ever ſo prudent dr r.beneheial. The 
- reaſon aſſigned is, that ( as all governnient emanates frits 5 
70 the people, they have preſcribed the form under which it i- 8 7 
N b. 70 ky admin . and it cannot be” e übe their 
| * "Thoſe 1 1 trace the 8 of legiltiche iron 
fed 3 to thoſe real ſources, which are' diſcoveruble4n e 


. mankind, muſt fee that it is 4 power Affiimed, . 


1972 1 


even in its moſt popular origin, by per | 
cople, and never created by expreſs delegatibnl. It is in. 
ven ff fable to human -happineſs that it ſhould exif? under 


. e ſhape or other; but the-innumetable Totths*which it, ? 
/ «tf &\ 8 
15 tales, are indebted for exiſtence to 1 Farparibr td. time, to 
85 8 5 22 | IE ©, CEN 5 | s 2 Fr "8 2 a gular _ 
ior VVV 5 5 ade 1 99.7 Pee, : 


0 1607.9: way 1 aer authorſey, mhied; with fome \perſonn,quay "LY | 
= greater Weight; that of Algernon; Sydney, in his difcourſes; upon Go- - 
Aon vernment. He admits: this ſupremacy, or, 5 he calls its * arbierary 4 

power, to exiſt in all Legiſlatures, But he diſtiogui hes between fre: 
and tyrannical Governments, by the provillon made to ſecure xn ſalutary 
E exerciſe o this their inherent right for the good of the le whom - 
they govern. I quote from memory, and cannot immediately turn to 
te place; N De He 
works, '' „„ 32 


J 


- Legiſlature be veſted in the people, it has either been be. 
ciſſcally reſerved by ſome conſtitutional contract; or — 


object of Government itſe}f, 


8 fingular current of events, and, perhaps, to every thing, 


and any thing, box the: deliberate choice of the, Os 


£ b 3-4. 1 9 fa he * if FAT Þ1 
* 1 = 
whom they rule. . 
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But ſuppoſing oo Solid erroneous, * fill it m 97 
granted, that if the excluſive right to alter the frame Fr the 


+ 
"muſt ariſe, by neceſſary itiplication, from: the nature 72 and, 3 
1 ty 3182 


"If it bas been expreſsly reſerved in any Es country, 
(which 1 deny} } ſtill that does not touch the people of t theſe 


_ Iſlands, fince no ſuch written document exiſts in our con- . 


ſtitution. Should any one maintain the contrary. with. 
Locke, it is incumbent. upoñ him to produce | the record. 
. then it ariſes (as iv muſt do) out of that unwritten co . 
© pact which exiſts by necefſary implication between, t HD . 
governors and the governed, "we: muſt; as in all e , 


quaſi· contracts, look to the object of the agreement, in 
order to diſcover its terms, Now, the admitted object of 


all legiſlative government is the good of the community. 


Whatever means are eſſential to attain this end, the peo- 


ple muſt be ſuppoſed to Bare e aud the e 50 
to have aſſumed. Eg : ws 
The true queſtion, Gerefors; is, Whether it 705 Fax. * 641 
good of the community, that its members ſhould celle. 
tively retain this power, or ſhould delegate it to the Legi- | 
flature ? If the former, then I admit, that, under this . 
view of the queſtion, they muſt be ſuppoſed to have. 8 


ſerved it, where they have not expreſsly reſigned. it. If. 


the latter; then it muſt be admitted to me, that they bare 


_y_ given. it up by the contract. Nay, more, that 
on this ſuppoſition. they would be bound by the eternal 1 
WE wet juſtice, and of the ſocial compact itſelf, to : 
e 2a . . reſerved, * Are s nts 
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"IN 820 it is . iet he creat of the” 

people are incapable, of exercifing. this. power; except tt to. 
they own ruin. 5 Nothing leſs than direct inſpiratiow 0 
ena le the multitude to decide upon: rational grounds, us 
to the propriety of a change in the form of their Govern” 
ment. They poſſeſs neither leiſure, nor faculties, Nor ; 8 
coutemplative habits ſufficient to entertain all the compi - 

; cated and ſubtile relations of Government. They can nei: 


ther aſcertain thoſe facts upon which the general happi- „„ 


nels muſt depend, nor form. any jult concluſion as to! the 5 
micde by which it could be attained.”-, Ter 5 5 "4 
To ſimplify the principles of Government 6010 to th +. : 
lf of their underſtanding, would. be to deceive them 5 
„„ cruelly. upon the real merits of the queſtion. © 10 . 
1 deſeribe its mazes and intricacies; to trace its innumerabis 


|  connexions and: pres mop all the ms pods nas * 
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hee been ered 7 that (Hs Selling: Tom e x 
that ancuncentrollable tight of doing what they pleaſe! Is veſted i in the, mas 7 
jority, of every community. This poſition manifeſts complete i ignora! Ces 
| both of the law of nature, and (if a difference can be made between 0 them ) : 5 

5 | of that- compact under which Government exiſts, The majority have o 1 

4 f more right to exerciſe any power which may injure the community, * . 
5 they have to ena laws to encourage parricide or inceſt, or for putting the 
minority to death from diſlike to their faces. The community at large - . 
derives its authority from the conceſſion of each of its members. The in- 
dividual ſurrenders his independent rights, in confidence that th united | 
power of the whole community will be exerted and regulated'ſo ay to pr? 
| mote the comtnon good of which he id to participate. I we could. ſuppoſe. 4. 
105 5 poſſible caſe in which an entire people, with the ſingle exception of 6 ie... 
= . man, ſhould. wiſh to infringe the ſocial principle, that ſolitary perſom - . PM 
would poſſeſs the right of infifting upon its obſervance againſt the reſt * 8 
the ſociety, though made up of myriads of millions,  Thisformsths grate * 5 
diſinction between the ſocial and the legiſlative compadk. \ The: 0 * 
can neither exerciſe nor inveſt others with power which is pernicious ' 
in the fundamentals of ſociety ; for they have not received it. They may 
| delegate to a few. whatever power they have obtained, ny by — 
quence, the entire . and een emen 9 55 


- 


pa ecki of mortal Wen — | 
comprehiindel if it could be detailed. yd 

Wet theſe theoriſts: farther-ſhew us, öf whom this ma- „ 
joꝛrity ia to conſiſt, and in what manner they are to giver 

their opinion Let them declare by what inſtinctire rules ii; 

; can be aſcertained, whether it i is to be compoſed of males, of „ 
adults, of thofe-who are emancipated, or of thoſe who are 
not. Let them point out by whom the urns are: tobe 
held in which the diſcordant votes of theſe innumerable; — 

and matley tribes are t6 be gathered. | Let them calculate: 

the effects of momentary and | paſſionate impulſe, upon the 
moſt decided opinion, in a numerous aſſembly, mutmur- 

5 ing, and tumultuous, and fluQuating: as the ocean, 1 
Any ene of theſe difficulties will de monſtrate the f6lly.. 
and impracticability of the theory which ſuppoſes that 
the looſe, and undiſciplined body o the people retain a 
right to alter the Legiſlature. They labour under a phy- 

ſical ineapacity to form an opinion of its moſt emple ope. 
rations, and would find it impollible to declare that opi⸗ 
nion, if chey were able to form it. It is not leſs abſuri to 
| lay the foundations of Government in ſuch amimaginary! 
rigbt, than it would be to ground it upon ſome! hypothetie 
| power, in the majority, to fly, or to live for erer. 
| y che yery act of { permitting a Legiſlature. to albino its 
| ſuperintending „ they acknowledge their incapa- 
W a law; ny the en which . that 
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WY 5 iT very argument ſhews the i incapacity pry . people at large to 


14 exercit e 55 right which they are ſuppoſed to retain, ſeeing t e manner IS. = 
q! . to be exerciſed mult be pointed out to them. Add this hes. 
| queſtion. is to be aſked, Who poſſeſſes the right to point it but ts 
I | them f lf itt is anſwered, every member, of the community poſſeſſes ch 
wu - right; zh t heyy the danger to which the people are expoſed, by the 
| | br ; : to reiſe it, ſeeing it ſubje cts them to the machinations o . 
bf; the ifappointed, and NON Aer to all the horrors! 
178 w/o 5 0% 1 Linden dds 
Ji 1087 1 . 5 „ ; ; ; 


* 


© hapenacbihoLepphac ies, ey retaincopokves of: 5 0 
muthemort difficult exerciſes: that of ateringthe'body „ 3 
elf, by which theſe very law are fram 1 
But it will he ſaid, ihst-che people way delchate e 
reſorming power toi a ſelect body, as they hau dong 1 
. _ of originating the law, FFF täte 8 
If theſe delegutes were to be permanent, they would, * 
in truth conſtitute: a paramount Lexillature. If me excl © 
cleftive>at ancertain diſcretionary periods, it would . 
Morn ag vn bat a Gngle ftep,/ It would till 
the inaſs of the people judges of 'the-nevellity and ue ee 
ſon for the change, and maſters of the form and ci, 
tion of that delegated cenſorial body. It would elbe os 
the regulating powers of the ene and 1 wy er 85 
ol the community upon a level” + 1 30! 16 969 N 
0 xoproſodtalbet:guieeninetnts hy ot exebpting 
therfirſt conſtitution of France, have fougd'it neceſſary td +0 
intertict ſome perſons from the right to cleft members f: 
 thejr deliberative councils, as being liable /to/unduemiliul. 2K | 
enge, or unqualified to aſcertain the merits of the ſeveral 
oandlidates. But in this ſuppoſed ſtate-of ſockdllequality;. 
- theſcireftriftive-qualifications could not exit d las 
of men w boſe incapacity to chooſe a member ofthe L "Mm 
gillature, had been declared by the ordinary conſtitntion; 
would be competent to elect and be elected, to/fulfilfthat - = 
moſt grave andi difficult of all taſks; to judge widvtemprr, 1 
and limit or extend with moderation, the eee 4 
' who are ultimately to govern the. RE) | 
The wiſeſt of human inſtitutions i is little more ben | 5 ; x 
See balance' of evils, and a choice of that Rate which 4 
is ſuhject to the feweſt i inconyeniencies.. In * 5 155 1 ; 
therefore, that the ſyſtem is wholly. unnatural,» weamay, = . 
not unfairly, contraſt the miſchiefs which might ie 
Fon entroſting this power to (he Legillatirfe iche 
; leb ps s muſt Tpring | up f from e It to Fe, . th =. 7's 
aryhmetical majority of ſociety, „ in 3 
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ecuſt omed, to | exert the raiding. 
ernment are at leaſt acquainted y By 
a9,exiſt, and with the remedies by which [nll 
20 be remp moved moſt molt effectually.' Under the continuance 
0 theix | management, the different functions of, civil, 80 
3 gs are permitted Pp perform, their courſe,.. and nao, 
1 of the conſtitution i 1s; diſturbed, but that DR 
opped and' uncovered for neceſſary. repair. The x 
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| | 435 Can! be ſuppoſed to follow i is, that, from a, vim pad 
Lit - cat their individual powers, they may;tyrannieall 1 
1 8 preſs the people. If they ſhould thus forget. their we, 


the Sul means of reſjſtance, which ultim ately xeſt 
with the nation, have not been taken from their. ends. 
4. is with this alienable right, to oppoſe and remedy ſuch | 
fi . cnprmous practical oppreſſion as ariſes from innovation, 
7: nok 7 merely i in the conſtitutional form, ; but 1 in the Jaws, v7 
1 Shieh emanate from i it, that the Ana Weeken is arte , 
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ee ms eee this ditigerous decline ö reliance 
fl berg quotivg the-opinion of one-whoſe merit; as a area bon ee 
en. 
| he would wiſely confine it. idea nonmilinn)d 
I __ *"TPhke ſuperlative line of demarcation where nce ought to end, 
(renale Wut begin, is faint and obſcure, and not ably de. 
dent afingle act, hora ſingle event which deter - 
wen een he based and deranged, indeed, before it) can hs thought = 
| 1 eons ol the future muſt be as bad as the erperienee of he 
$ are in that lamentable condition, , +? 
* rn Or Br ee e e IO | 
Bi! $3 LY 1 ambiguous, bitter potion to che Nate, 
Hr: "Timisand:cocaſions; and provocations will teach their ownJefſons.' The © - 
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eee, the high minded, from difdaio-and indigoation. at | 
3 er 16 unworthy bands; the hraye and hold, bed 8 
| rnd danger in a genefous cauſe; but with or fone i 971 | 
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never Gan femain with them. Tr 5. con A 
eit is not kegulated by e an anxious defire to promo te the - ; 
_  gobCTof the enn, their compact with 18 1 5 . Eva 

Viökated. If the people do not ſuffer them to exex 88 fr 

tilt power which: is neceflary to attain this good, 15 & nor : 

_ only infringe their contract with their rulers, bat the 2 5 

ginal compact with. all their own Boar: who di appro 5 > 
th e reſtriction . mw i riot 1356 1011 vert GNI 3 
ut I B may be urg „ , that thieſe Moni 2 . 58 
Aled. Either the King or the c Ho 15 
of Commoßs might refer the matter in contemp ſation 
the de ecition of the entire body 
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of thoſe who return ds 


45 et i 
ö vere. „„ 


bers to the Parliament. This practice would violate the ö | 
ideal ſovereignty of the people, .no. leſz, at leaſt, than is the 


Parliament were to exerciſe: the ſupreme. power of hems? | . 
ſolves; + The imaginary contract ſuppoſes the leigt 
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1unity,, W Which. the electors of this. country, neithem ame, 


nox ever have. been. They are, in truth, „ 2 | 


than a ſet of delegstes, exerciſing the right of 5 5 
the parliament does that of repreſentation.” 3 
miſchief” nor the imprscticability of the Oed would 
removed by: ſuch means. The ee 
thority, would, be looſened,. and the principle-upocbawhioh” 
the ſacrifice. was made would not be 8 n * 
Ter duch Is the ground upon bien Mite . . 
Britiſh" Hufe of Commons haye been willing 1 19.0! 

dent , 


. e 1 is the great precec 
5 2 principle and; the rule. TheRevolgtich i is 
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ls bandled. Grateful 2 che peer which we k 
dees from it, jet is not Jock 400 Tcrupulaully, into the, 
meard by Filed it was accompliſhed. But ſurely the. cen 
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es bong retain 125 Fight of : aeg 0 Cl 
8 they keep i it in their own hands, I have a ce 

v inability to exerciſe it. If they delegate it to. others, 
they ere us liable to be deceived by them, as by their ori: 
gioa Legiflature: . The allurements incident. to great ſta · 
tion and unlimited authority, muſt have more irreſiſtible 
iufluende upon the hungry ambition of temporary dele- 
Sates, ehen. upon the more ſober and ſatisfied, members of 
the ancient Government. Sudden elevation will render 
thoſe moſt giddy who have been unuſed to walk the heights, © 
of power.” The much · dreaded return to the: inſignificanee 
of a * Ration,” will render 1 anxious to . 


ET the laws®, "ith a notion that they 1 3 an —— 
rent ever waking ri ht to correct, and controul, and ca. 
. legiflators? The ſervility of Aſiatic courtiers, 
"wo aſeribe ĩ Tminorcality to eee is not leſs en. 
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The leading chara@eriſtic of an  Englifhmas is a reverence for the 
2 His obedience is prompt, but not ſervile; becauſe he knows that 
ure fupreme, a and command the peer as well as the peaſant,” If Eng- 
| aſl ceaſe to feel an inflinQive reverence for the law and its offi- | 
cers,. the maip ſtay againſt the oppreſſion « of the rich, apd the inſolence, of _ 
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7 bitt 6 out * a8 one, foredoomed by the ſacred, marks of natures g 
| to add grace and dignity tc to. 2 4brone..., Vet the tums ; 25 
5 and 'miſerics a attendant upon ſuch an election, haxe.inducedi: FI 
kW civilzed nations to prefer that blind -chancey: 9 
5 ofteti raiſes v up an ordinary nature to fil, 4 0 22 | 
thoricy” 'by heredit itary fucceſſion, to this {ch cheme 
lian in theory, and ſo vicious in aQual 15 0 x 8 2 


5 the Government itſelf, . would be electiye - 

roots and foundations of ſociety would: be aid 122 and 
175 unprotected to the mercileſs oy. ape periments, 5 „ 
factious, or ſelf. intereſted folly ? cn; ee 
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häbits of 1 of ene g bis s ſettled veneration fol; 
| the'Gdretiibient under which, be, has been, een ee 
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| ſheet-anchors of civil ranquillity-? 2 * Would they nnch 


c tötete out 'thole hereditary prejudices which, ae e Y 3 


undleſs wilds” of inctaphyſical ſylters ? Aa Would; they 


| fg 1 us to  intermeddle FRY Yarn, fi he oe 5 
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| frons render 1 us unable to ſettle? ? Are they pla 


185 from tlie firſt” record of time to the preſent. perigd, ae 25 
| violence of theoretic difference has ſhed more loads: and; f 
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a0 0 our e judgment, and capricious 1 
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produced more wretchednefs among our a e 
united fcourges, of yoluptuouſneſs,. avarice, and ambiyo 
"Ns feheme of Government could appear more pla 


| in 1thieoty than that of an electiye monarchy... Baade 


the people to choole : A perſon.w whoſe noble wee een 


A 454435 


ſuch a Tyſtem i is impraQlicable, -what muſt be e 
of the preſent fancy, in which not only. the perſon, = 
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ie human mind, if once fortunately curbed. be e, : 
3 * of focial and practical wiſdom, to range in the 
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Ein upon themſglves an | 

attempt, This power of change is fo, much of the 
eden. N 1 9 ren 0 e 3 . 
=. - poſ ble for the community to delegate t DEE 
1 ; : Hee. other. It 25 been ered þ by, Pra 
ll £4 2 tate without the means of ſome. change, js-withe 
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lt | leb The creature than t the 5 — of, "hoſe NN 1s : 
| [1 ES =; upon which that good « ever. muſt, depend... mut, | 


nece ty conform to that ſituation upon which it is to, 
. It would ſoon become inert and uſeleſs, unleſe; | 
| "poltelled t the plaſtic power to fit itſelf to. the hape and: | 
8 81 mutations of ſocietyʒ unleſs i it were able to contract. 
| 1 to wind and turn, to. riſe and. fink, at times, 25; 
tant „a8 morals, 2s cuſtoms, as the Rate of Fopnlar | 
3 and the degree of intetcourle. d other EET 
1 the conſtitution of ſociety. 12 70 oft LY Ras 
"Fe wh would limit this reſtraint, of the legillatiye « n 
1 to, 85 main timbers and grand balance-points of the, 
eſtution, and leave the entire liberty o of enactnent 0 
1 all” other p points, are ignorant of the firſt. Fodia f . 
ments of political ſcience. | | Tue Conllitution may be a- 
feed more materially in ten thoyland ways, than by a 
after Mitra in its ede would not 2 yer OL I, 
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fp gradually away from us, in analogy to life f felt, befor Ge, : 5 
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5 we perceive its decline. The main piflars of the Fang 2 "3 
ſeem fair and unimpaired to outward ſuperficial e Fami, 
tion While their pith aud ſtrength i is ſcooped and _ 

5 out. by undermining reptile vermin. The fur! face may F ap- 
pear *worm-eaten and time. gnawed, and yer yet "this t | 
ruf ed veteran front ſhall form a pre of of their ſtab ility.. 
= not 4 mark of their decline. _ Can a Lepiſlature "exilh. 
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without the! power! to adopt improvements to 0 0 repair; Inve-.. 75 
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manner, this encroachmerts a an nd” dene 9 5 : 1 


wirkidut the means to remedy 1 the ill conſe uence 20 which 
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IF the right to ales Government be thus 5 "Þ 
from the powers 'of Government iefelf, no ae * 
' be tide berween, it and that of ' making |; a total c . | Jongg . 
etpt a6 t the degree in "which 1 it is  exerciled. | 
in bot cafes; "Irie from a a grave ode Lon his 


that the et to be "toye i is. ; for the common 8 8 
. to this reſkfickiön, | the one caſe and th Zi 27g 
; ON, or * recong le: 
uppo oled theoretical « comp 8 k. EC... 
But if "there, be any ailtindtion Kel | * ws: = 5 
3 ahi olle to make a total change, I,am-yg g i io 
3 citous to deſtroy i it; fince an union will callfor ne "Kt 
than 4 partial dige eden of the fubſi Mikey 
It would not'transfer the Government to apy;ot ,ott 
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alter its form, ſo far as to 2 the united au 
 exert;their, wiſdom 2 Es for, the amy 
tie united people. r 
If theſe poſitions he & 3 they muſt apply to, all Go: os 
5 vernmge nts whatever, They : are, ſupported ; and bottomed „„ 
upon the uniform practice of all countries and climates. 
The unbroken uſage of every ſtate and age, proves that. a 
this principle i is as neceſſary to the exiſtence | of. Govern» . 
ment, as Government itſelf is to the happineſs of mankind, | | 
uf But the concluſion j is, if poſſible, eſtabliſhed. more irre- 
fragably by the dreadful conſequences which have followed 
in France from the vain attempt to depart from and 
counteract it. Againſt the truth of theſe principles, 1 am 
ſure that the example of no actual Government can be 
produced. I am aware of the caſes of Moſes, of Minos, 4 
_ of Solon, of Lycurgus, of Palantus, of Numa, of the, Ve- N 
netians, of the Jeſuits i in Paraguay, of the Dutch, of the 177 
Americans, and of many other 1 ſtances of the origin 0 of . 
diſtii N ſtstes, and the eſtabliſhment of certain [Juridical 
and conſtitutional codes, | But when they are, fairly « EXA= 
mined, they will be found not to contradict, but to con- , 
Gti the incompetence of the people to reform. « or ch pes [4 
the Legiſlature, and the 1 inherence of fu ſuck 
ba oe the. Government itſelf. RELA 
5 us, however, ſuppoſe that theſe PIE are 
e of rational foundation. Still it is admitted : 
b Locke, and cannot be well denied by any. adyocate of 
his ſyteq,; that the people of a country may entruſt this 
richt to the. diſpretion « of their particular. Legiſlature. . > | 0 
d they; may do it, we may prove | that they. haye dane ſo, 1 not 7 
"only digedHly by what the ſyſtem-mongers would call an 
exprelt gonſtitutional act, but alſo yirtually by an Cyan EEE. 
uniform acquieſcence on their part in the cl 17 75 „ 
1 eite of the Wer by, 9K Legif PR from ir immemorial 
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_ ample „ "burty' numbe leſs indtancbe, taken fran the- 8 
5 wee tranlactions of wy Ton and period 8 1 9 
© hiltar ye can tun deutig Kat A | 

l is no ts branch department et der. Zegiſla 
0 türe in in which important changes have not bern moe by, 
2 a. - 1 omnipotent powers of Parliament.“ ' New Fünen 
8 have been created by expreſs ſtatute Old ones beben 
"4 Tulle red to expire by tacit aecquieſcenes- 5 Pre C | 5 92 
1 habe faded, and popular privileges ſprung up, 7 „ 
1 | | fam ne ſources, and under the. fame: TpexititeiGHg ET 
7 | reQing g, and creative authority. Ce, "AO: 5 
85 "if Partiament: are uſurpers of this right, ins SHER. 5 
raation. is the Country now. reduced But cab "We 25 5 
to the imputation? Is it not the firſt glory 'of our pop 5 
and their Parliament, that the Conftiturion 1 is ane . 5 7 4 
PE , nued 46 act and ſcheme of renovation and amendment 0 8 
a * le ither would 1 reſt this principle upon the Sound of . 
3 Popular. Acquieſcence. . The' theory of our 'Conftitation 1 
knows of no diſtinction between the people and their 2 
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Wi: reſentatives.” It has no language to Expreſs the ne, 2 
a. ich i it muſt not uſe? to denominate the! other! Bolz Are . 


18 Majeſty's 8 faithful Commons, e his dutifuFand 150 | 
ſubj ects,” The whole country fits in the "patio coungl, 8 
40 ar as it can practicall/ deliberate. The Houſe of 5 
Commons are the ſpeakers and counſellors Lbboen re- 
Steen in Parliament the'entite "commoris* of the kenn. 

*,, The people have elected a denouneing 0¹ an in tem, 
from che kame teren and j in 255 7 lache tr ; nay 
off 1e Legidatüfe- . ft; F +04 2 N "Fe | 3 
ut whatever may be the prin ip 
rity "Is is founded, it cannot deſtroy 0 85 5 
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4 It muſt nb be denied that hs With is an e 
ol the Legiſlature, and that the deſeent of the Grown, ve 
aneiently regulated by hereditary ſucceſſion, uncontrouled 
by particular limitation. If we were, upon the een 6 
grounds on which theoriſts build their ſyſtems, to infer 
the neceſſary conſent of the people, becauſe the ſource and * 
manner of its origin is melted down in the darkneſs of res, | 
© mote antiquity, there is no part or principle of the Conſti- | 
tution ſo firmly eſtabliſhed as the hereditary rights, and, £ 
undiminiſhed tranſmiſſive powers of the Crown. Yet i in 
what various inſtances has the uſual courſe of tucceſſion 
been altered; and timited by the ſovereign competency of .. 
Parliament! Not to go back to periods when acts of vio- 1 
lence might render the authority diſputabie, it was done-, F 
in the caſe of Edward IV. of Henry VII. ai:d Heory VII. 
of Elizabeth, of William and Mary, and Queen. Anne. In 
not one of theſe inſtances has the power been queſtioned... 
It is by the ſupport and exerciſe of this authority that bis 4; 
ben Majeſty fits firmly upon his throne. Will thoſe _ 
who have pledged themſelves, by ſolemn ,caths of alen. 
ande, to ſupport him there, venture to controvert the 
principle and the ſtatute by which the crown is fied. 
upon his head? Every branch of the royal prerogative is 
no leſs a part of the Conſtitution, than this of e 23 
to the throne by hereditary right; yet the hiſtory of eyery. .. 
+2 " reign is little more than: a E narrative: of! its Same 
lies „ e e 83 : 
N The Houſe of Lords "a n de les cee than a 45 
; any other part of the Legiſlature. ' Yet it became ſeparate ; 
from the Lower Houſe by accident.“ It has loſt the right - 
of altering money- bills by a diſcuſſion with the Commons; 5 
it has been gradually deprived of many mn pegs, 
K e others 1 in e room. an 1 as, 25 
W Ya t idea, fr in the fame chamber fo eee. 
ee. 8eb 3 u. 374. l 1 
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| - Bac the Comics ' Houſe of Poliamank ” * 8 
" nile and ſtriking inſtances of inceffant change by. 1 
. wiſdom, than every other branch of the Conſt. 
tution. I do not with to detract from tha t proud deice! tz £F 
witfi-which thoſe who love the institution or che be: *. 
liberty, a are anxious to ennoble it. But it cannot be denied! 
that the Crown poſſeſſed the abſolute power of ſending and 5 
 dilcontinving 3 its ſummons to. ſuch. towns and places ab t 5 
thought proper. That by theſe means it could entreaſe . 
or diminiſh, at pleaſure, the number, and change the mode x 
_ of eleQing, . the repreſentatives of the people. Under 
Henfy V1. the right of voting for county members wag | 
reſtricted to inhabitants who poſſeſſed an annual Bebel, 4 8 
405. In the reign of Charles II. it was enacted, that b SY 
King | ſhould ſummon. a Parliament; at leaſt; once in three 4 
years. It is not to be denied, that a diſeretionary pres 
_ gative, both as to the number and time at which the Par⸗ 
- liament v was to aſſemble, was thus formerly: inherent. in 
the Crown. Much leis can it be denied, that it: was bighly+7 . 
for the people's s advantage, that the Sovereign ſhould foregs 
this patrual and ſuſpicious tutelage of the een e 0 
it ever entered into the head of any man, that the Sovereign: 4 05 1 
had i no right, under the tacit acquieſcence of the remaining 1 
branches of the Legiſlature, to ſurrender the one by dene - 
tude, and that Parliament could take ASIY aha 1 WI 
Ke law? * : Sa 1 lr RH IT I 
By virtue of the Ga 9 8 reified-in 2200/8 legi- un 
mate proceſs, the Conſtitution has. been changed and | 
various regulations of the eleQive franchiſes have beeri/int u | 3 * 
ſtituted during the preſent century. The much 2 a 15 
* proviſions of Mr. Grenville's bill are among the ſtrongeſt 7 15 
inſtances of this kind. Under the ſame authority tb . 
onſtitution of particular boroughs bas been male,, 
hanged. The duration of Parliament itſelf has been cur- 
tailed or lengthened, e to che eee . (caſons, . 
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ba " "hind then R 1 


of leg ani e, ne antho- 
upon what'-other principle 
| (end been made for a reform in the 
molle of. elefting our parliamentary repreſentatives es 
'9 u polſble that any member in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons 
can have denied the exiſtence of this right; | ho made 42 
refuſal on the patt of that Houſe, 10 exerciſe it „ 
7  fubject of reform, a pretext from ſculking from his duty? 
How can ye diſtinguiſh any one of theſe caſes, in con - 
- *-fitational principle, from that of an-incorporate union? 
But if there eyer was an inſtance, which; from frequent 
 vecurrence, has become too authoritative for ſpeculation . 
to controvert, we mould cite, by I of. n 5 
is very example of an union. 6 3535 
The caſes in which it has taken ler in this country 
ate manifold. It occurred in the inſtanee of Cumberland, 
ol Berwick upon Tweed, of Cheſter, of Calais,“ of Wales, 
and even of Ireland itſelf, for a limited ſeaſon. It might 
_ haye deen faid, in behalf of theſe inferior diſtricts, that 
. were not fully conſulted upon the terms of their 
union. But was the competence of the Engliſh Parliament 
to aſſent to ſuch a conjunction, and tg admit the Repre- 
""Tentatives bf theſe countries into a community of rights - 
With the Commons of England, ever diſputed ? Can the 
Ya power of the Britiſh and Iriſh Legiſlature ſtand 
upon a different footing from that in 17300 I a , | 


But che caſe of Scotland, which is a oe ure in 
ce particular, of that which i is now propoſed, is para- 
mount to all controverſy.” It was a ſcheme kept alive, and 

een in this country from the time of Edward I. 
don to that of its final and happy . in the 
Mig "oh WY i; KOT 9, 90 4 ; reign 
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tions of: ſtateſ nen, Whoſe: - 8 
less of 2 ſpirit Arawn from recent rebelli „ 
"pans: any danger to the prineiples of our Conſtitutian. 
The queſtion of incompetence was. actually debates [1 8 
5 Scots Parliament, and the argument inade no e 
tion either upon the majority of. that Houſe, or upen the ; 
people of England. We bave. the acquieſeence' of. both | 
countries under the meaſure, for near 2 century, in 68 
firmation of · the act which it had been the, youu: f 
many centuries to mature... 04 55 wm „ 
zi) ; Various inſtances might be given "ins the bing biſtory.of- 
': Ireland; of a ſimilar exerciſe of the like ſupreme. pow wet by 
ber native Parliament. But they are unneceſſz y 9 , 
21 "'gpnnot bo contended that her Conſtitution differs 1 - gh 
from that of Great Britain, or is founded d upon i 
= more: popular. principles of freedom. 15 095 8 
With ſuch various undiſputed examples i in which . 8 
gh has been aQ6d upon, lying, as it were, /afloat ohn 
- the ſurface of our hiſtory, how could any lawyer cal 
tel to a ſoſemn dental of its exiſtence ? Mut not a 
Brave ſenator bluſh at his | ignoxance of the duties: gf... 
; | Rationy when he voluntarily caſts down, and/tramples. be- - 
neath his foot, privileges of his order, the moſt igen? 
able, as * the * e to "wy e pudlic yy. 
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1 won FR oy 0 to open any | diſculfion upon Abe. 


| | temper and ſpirit i in which the debate upon that part. of hu 


addrefs,: which was ſuppoſed to refer to an union, Was 
conducted in the Iriſh Houſe of Commons. Charges ba... 


corruption and intimidation : are eaſily made. 1 When une, 


ſupported by proof, they can meet with no credit, except 
from thoſe Who feel an internal conſciouſneſs that they 5 


would yield to the one, and employ the other. N 5 would. 0 


reſiſt the application of either to influence the determinz, ; 


tion of Ireland, to the utmoſt of my | hemple means. But 


let no man miſtake unqualified oppoſition for the criterion 51 15 


of patriotiſm, nor acquieſcence in the meaſures of ut 
for an unerring proof of ſervile venality. 5 1 0 


3+ : «A h 7 


Thoſe who' poſſeſs theſe alarms, may forego the, coun+,/. 75 
ee terror. They are well afſured that no ſuch at- 
tempt will be made. But if the Miniſters of the Crown 05 
are ſully convinced that the meaſure is neceſſary, they are 9. ; 
not to be deterred from their duty by an ill. conſidered vote, 


bor by falſe and ſilly inf nuations. "They : are bound to ſub⸗ 


mit, at ſome more temperate ſeaſon 1 to the awakened 
wiſdom of the Legiſlature, the means of ſecuring, the - A 
| | ſafety and the happineſs of both kingdoms, HY 


145 $7 4 vids 


Iris impoſſible'not to ſee that many cogent. per to 


7 enforce theineceſlity of an utlion, - ariſe out of that very, 
debate in which the Commons refuſed to conſider it. 


To dwell upon the obſolete oppreſſions of England, ma 


10 traduge het wiſhes for an union, founded upon the 
common benefit of both kingdoms, as an artful attempt to 
; reduce. Ireland, in. the hour of diftreſs, to the former ſtate 1 
of dępendence, are but ſorry ſymptoms of that according || 
no: ſpirit between the Legiſlatures, which could 
alone render their incorporation unneceſſary. The mode Met 
in which this firſt meaſure, requiring the reciprocal con- 
Gderation n of | both eee has 1 8 5 85 0 of in ak 
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* 308% came from the Sovereign. His Parliament muſt 
have known that it was adviſed by the Britiſh-Cabinety and 
. that, from the nature of the ſubject, it muſt be alſo pro- 5 
5 poſtd'to the Britiſh Parliament. . Where can we diſeovergs| | 

in this abrupt refuſal of all diſcuſſion, that. reſpect. for the boys 


"= 4 


_ to bade taken advantage of the indefinite language of the. ; . 
_ Vieeroy's ſpeech, | and made a temperate pauſe — + 5 


5 diſcovered the views of the fiſter Parlignent? : 


7 jured by an arrangement formed upon fuch 4 bas 


: e art Is ip W_ the Feb with childiſh. ES, y 


: of che hr rg EFT which, 31 70 e ure | | ” | 


97 85 Legiflakires « can be induced carinii: to e 8 ET 
| £ common good. * 5 . ebb er Yo bes rag 1 © 59 


| ſuperſede the neceſſity of an Incorporate! Legilature d. If 
_ thelriſh Commons are irreconcileable enemies to an union 


© on the ſide of this country? It is a pre-eminence. in 5 
which ſhe muſt take greater pride, than in any ſhe can 5 x 
derive from ſuperior power, or that alſiſtanoe and lupport - 
Wzhich the affords her ſtruggling ſiſter. The great nee 
of the meaſure are before the Britiſh Parliament, and will} 
3 truſt, be ſoon laid before that of Ireland. I am ſanguine or 
| enough to hope that it may ſtill meet with the concurretie . 


Rh * i Vi 4; 4508 248 bibel „Vn 
{ + ; £) 9 goil . 55 73 16 5 ing Ky * ; * 2 «4 1 1 * 

; 505 ho p % As V NN „ . 

| i e ne Foes oO 


as 9%. 8.7 


"Ped ee to conſider 9 5 ſtate of both: kings" 


Imperial Government of Great Britain, 15 which is Kai id to „ 
they ought to reject. it. But, could/ it have been wrong 


underftood the nature of the propoſed arrangement, and +» _ 


ent, the triumph of prudenoe and moderation 5 


by 


of her Legiſlature, ' and the approbation of her people: Day 
When paſſion and violence give way to calm diſcuffon, © 9- 
defy. any man to point out in what reſpect the dignity, as 
intereſts, or the real independence of Ireland; 1 can be lu l i; 0 
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"4 Bag” rpg 8 I; its 8 coat. ena 
; "arraigned, molt forcibly, reſpect the internal Adaibif 5 = 
dien of the country, Is the real preſence of the e Legi. 
3 flathre neceſſary to widen a ſtreet, to etect A duftat 
YE houſe, to make a road, to conſtruct a canal, o build” = 
br el or to found an-hoſpital? Has the local umprove- 
ment of Scotland been · neglegtech becauſe her Legillatur are 
is removed to the capital of England? ion 
I mean no diſreſpect to the Iriſh Houſe ol Co r alia 
by. the - obſervations . which I make. They are wivng | 
from me with painful reluctanoe. Lforbear, all — 
upon the defects of its Conſtitution, or the ſtate of its 
Parties, It is to me a diſtreſſing rellection, that thy Tec recent 
| conduct of the majority hurries on the time, when ele 
feſteriog wounds will be cxpoſed to the bleak and biting 
7 85 air, by events whieh cannot provide for theix,forrow, ; al 0 
their name, as the friends of an union would have de, ie. A 
„ Though it may appear preſumptuous, yet myſt kay, 1 
Anu ite fulleſt convition of truth, chat thoſe then ohe 5 
Fl oppoſe an union, are not 18 ſtrangers to the- ſtate. bf. thei? 
on country, than to the concerns of the empire, and the 
condition of Europe. 1 not allude to ber commit cia 3 
4; intereſts, -fince ignorance, on this topic, has; become * 
Ac ber boaſt to the pattist. Tbey ſeem to p- Kon 
nathing of the ftrepgth;and views of their tom Ny tic 
hies, Ind of the inevitable conſequences hie muſt 
Kalt from; their different _mpvements.,, The Il 
aims of reform, and Catholic emancipation, ,1 have her 
already rouſed by this vote of the Hauſe of Commons. 
 Jna6jcRing the union, they have. left no other, Hope to ” 
ie Catholics. than ſuch as muſt ariſe from the total t 
eſtruction of. the preſent parliamentary yſtitu eution. 
„M the ſole. means of averting that impending ſtrug = 
ö W. N than, the e ks a ae out- 5 


A 


onnexion . — Ye 
75 the in eee 1 An union it plete 9 5 and 


ſecure to 1 Catholics, - yy pear 
P \ which they n may vainly N to YE 
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the 3 temper of ei There | are no 10 people 
whoſe diſpoſition is more diſintereſted and open. Abrupt, 
irritable, and impatient of imaginary inſult, their faults | 
are the exceſſes of a noble and honeſt nature. Even the 
precipitancy with which they have rejected the meaſure, 
may ultimately ſerve it. Sbame for paſt errors rouzes 
and cad; into tion tle Tull energies of a ere 
mind. x EEE Gs, | 
Tum pudor incendit thy ct conſcia virtus,” of 4 
They cannot reject the ſelemn opinion of the bt 
Parliament, without deliberation. No more is wanting 
to carry the meaſure. It is of diſcuſſion that the 1 ſelf-inte- 
reſted enemies of an union are really afraid. This is the 
fecret reaſon of the precipitate vote upon the addreſs. F 
Nothing is now'left unattempted on the part of Great 1 
Britain. She urges an union as neceſſary to preſerve the 5 
Iriſh church, to protect the Proteſtant property, to re: 
ſtore the Catholic freedom, to augment the commerce, 
and ameliorate the civil condition of the Iriſh people. It 
is propoſed by the Britiſh Parliament, and by their King, 
to enſure a common intereſt and mutual affection between 
te inhabitants of both countries, to prevent rebellion, to 
| fruſtrate our enemies, to augment the powers of the em- 
pire, during a war almoſt interminable, to add ſtrength 
and firmneſs to the laſt bulwark, which ſtands before the 
' ſocial happineſs and independence of Europe. An union” 
is recorded as the ſolemn judgment of this country, upon . 
the mutual intereſt of both. The objects recommended 
to the wiſdom of the Iriſh Parliament, are not leſs valu- 
able to them than to us. Should they reje& the means to 
preſerve and promote them, they are anſwerable for the 
conſequences to their, country and the empire. It i is a 


dreadful reſponſibility ! , ,, Ty if 
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